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Introduction 
Archuleta School District 50J is a stable growth, resort-affected school district with a capital facility 
resource of adequate capacity, but challenged condition.   The district has experienced a recent 
history of rapid residential growth and home price escalation, but this era ended abruptly in 2006 
when the State-wide housing market and economy in general entered its current slump.   Most local 
realtors and home builders estimate the current market at fifty percent of its prior level and hope for 
emergence within one year.   State-wide and nationally, the economy is not expected to rebound until 
2010 except in the Western Slope energy boom communities in the Grand Junction area where the 
economy is robust.   This diminished economic condition has affected enrollment growth in the district 
and will continue to do so.   This report addresses the economic and demographic factors that impact 
Archuleta School District 50J enrollment and predicts future enrollment. 
 
Historical Enrollment Growth 
The district has grown at approximately 1.2 percent per year not including preschool which is new this 
year.   Student yield per home is approximately .38 based on 2000 census data which establishes 
10,027 people in the county living in 4,060 households producing 1,565 students.   Average 
household size was 2.47 and average family size was 2.89.   These household sizes are typical of 
resort areas and are lower than averages in suburban areas.   Most local realtors suppose that 90 
percent of new housing does not have students as part of the household. 
 

Table 1 – Archuleta School 50J District Enrollment – 2001 - 2006 
 

 
 
 
 
Projections Based on Current Trends 
Given the most recent year of growth activity in the district, enrollments during the next three years 
are expected to be stable with little or no growth.   This projection is based on an average history of 
the past two years, larger out-going grades (seniors) than those entering (kindergarten) and a slight 
decline in the birth rate. 
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Table 2 – Archuleta School 50J District Projections – Low Basis 

 

 
 
 
Projections Based on Return to 2003 – 2005 Housing Market Trends 
After 2010, a return to the prior economic condition would be expected which could produce as many 
as 250 additional students over the ten year period.   Expected enrollment growth lies between these 
low and high extremes with growth of approximately 125 most likely. 
 

Table 3 – Archuleta School 50J District Projections – High Basis 
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Birth Rates 
Birth rates are down a bit, but continue to be stable and equivalent with incoming kindergarten. 
 

Table 4 – Archuleta School 50J Birth Rates 
 

Year Live Births
1990 85 
1991 72 
1992 66 
1993 76 
1994 59 
1995 81 
1996 80 
1997 98 
1998 84 
1999 110 
2000 111 
2001 109 
2002 124 
2003 125 
2004 117 
2005 116 

* Colorado Department of Health 
 
Non Public Schools 
Non-public enrollment has doubled during the past five years, but is expected to stabilize in the 
future.   This growth has diminished public school market share a bit, but not dramatically so. 
 

Table 5 – Archuleta School 50J Non-Public Schools 
 
Year School PK K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Total 
2000 DISTRICT TOTAL (All Our Savior Lutheran) 28 8 8 7 7 7 9 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 77 
2001 DISTRICT TOTAL (All Our Savior Lutheran) 33 15 7 7 7 6 9 8 1 2 0 0 0 0 95 
2002 DISTRICT TOTAL (All Our Savior Lutheran) 40 15 9 7 8 7 4 6 7 1 0 0 0 0 104 
2003 DISTRICT TOTAL (All Our Savior Lutheran) 52 13 5 4 5 5 6 2 5 6 0 0 0 0 103 
2004 DISTRICT TOTAL (Several Schools) 45 12 5 6 4 12 9 11 8 8 8 7 5 4 144 
2005 DISTRICT TOTAL (Several Schools) 61 19 7 6 7 4 17 4 5 5 9 6 3 4 157 

                 
 Available Detail                

2004 OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN SCHOOL 45 12 4 5 3 8 3 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 84 
2004 PAGOSA SPRINGS EDUCATION CENTR 0 0 0 0 0 3 4 5 6 7 7 5 4 4 45 
2004 SUMMIT ACADEMY 0 0 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 1 1 2 1 0 15 

                 
                 

2005 OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN SCHOOL 61 19 7 5 5 2 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 111 
2005 PAGOSA SPRINGS EDUCATION CENTR 0 0 0 1 2 2 5 4 5 5 9 6 3 4 46 

* Colorado Department of Education 
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Population Growth by Age Category 
School-aged children have become a smaller portion of the population during the past five years 
while persons aged 20 - 29 have grown the most rapidly.   This establishes a foundation for future 
enrollment growth, but explains the lower yields coming from new housing which is currently 
dominated by retirees and second home owners. 
 

Graph 1 – Percent of Population by Age 
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• Archuleta Economic Development Association, 2006. 
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Table 6 - Archuleta School 50J – Population by Age Category 

 

 
* Archuleta Economic Development Association, 2006. 
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Long Term Population Growth 
Long-term population estimates from the State Demographer continue the 3.7 percent growth rate 
diminishing a bit to 3.2 percent growth per year by 2030.   Contrasting this to the 1.2 percent annual 
growth in student enrollment illustrates that the current growth dynamic is not families, but instead 
households mostly without students. 
 

Table 7 

 
 
 
Employment and Labor Force 
The labor force is growing at approximately the same level as the population – 3.2 percent.   It is 
expected to continue to grow at this rate. 
 

Table 8 

 
* Colorado Department of Labor 
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Table 9 

 
* Colorado Department of Labor 

 
Unemployment 
Unemployment has been stable during the past six years at around 4.8 percent – consistent with 
State averages.   There were approximately 266 unemployed persons in 2006.      There tends to be 
more unemployment in Winter. 
 

Table 10 

 
* Colorado Department of Labor 

 
Table 11 

 
* Colorado Department of Labor 
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Real Estate and Development 
Most realtors and home builders polled estimated the mid-2007 market to be fifty percent of its mid-
2005 level.   By year end 2006, lot sales had been cut in half and residential sales were at two-thirds 
of prior levels as shown in the following graph.   Most residential development in the district is 
decentralized and is outside of the Town of Pagosa Springs.   Pagosa Lakes is a leading 
development area. 

Graph 2 
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* Archuleta Economic Development Association, 2006. 
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Graph 3 
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* Archuleta Economic Development Association, 2006. 
 
Public Housing 
The Town of Pagosa Springs has a robust public housing program that well serves the needs of lower 
income families.   There are no plans for significant expansion of this program at a volume that would 
affect school enrollments. 
 

 
 



Archuleta School District 50J                                                                                                                            Facilities Master Plan Update 

Demographic Section -  DRAFT                                                            11                                                                             July 20, 2007 

 
Retail Sales 
Retail sales were up in 2005, but most authorities on Archuleta suppose that restaurant volume and 
retail sales are both down as a result of high fuel prices and the diminished economy. 
 

Retail Sales
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* Archuleta Economic Development Association, 2006. 

 
 

Conclusion 
Archuleta School District 50J will continue to grow at approximately 1.2 percent per year until 2010 
when growth rates may improve to 2 – 2.5 percent per year.   Enrollment will remain static or stable 
until 2010 after which 125 – 250 new students may be produced during the ten-year period ending in 
2016. 
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Appendix – Projection Details 
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